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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 9
Handled by: Chris Mosley, Prior Lake, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Minnesota Mixed

Celebrating the lives and
accomplishments of our older
partners and friends!

This is Winn’s first time in the Parade, as
he met the age requirements in March on
his 9th birthday.
He’s still active, enjoying the lower jump
height with his usual wide grin. Here’s to
many more years, running with joy.
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Cibola Rhapsodi Ewe Nanimous
“Winn”
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 9
Handled by: Patty Fulton, Blaine, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)
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She has been an incredible teammate, the dog agility people dream of having for an agility partner,
but it didn’t start out that way. In our beginning,
we battled. Who knew a wee corgi gal could have
such opinions, such tenacity and such forgiveness!
3 MACH, 4 trips to nationals later, a million
laughs, and even more joyful memories. All I can
say is thank you my sweet EllaBoo, thanks!
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Born on Halloween, EllaBoo turns 10 this year and
although she is running as a veteran dog now, she
shows no signs of slowing down. We take plenty
of breaks which are filled with long walks. Hopefully this will keep her flying around the agility
ring for many years to come.

Piper has always worked hard to live up to her
kennel name as a Busy B and whatever game is on
the table is fine with her. Piper has earned advanced titles in agility, obedience, and tracking,
including Minnesota’s first OTCH-C; is nationally
ranked in both obedience and agility, but is just as
happy to wheedle cookies out of unsuspecting humans with her circus dog tricks.
She is fairly famous for her creativity in the ring
whether deciding to create her own course, stopping for a quick roll on the turf in the middle of
jumpers or politely delivering her Utility glove to
the judge instead of her handler. These antics are
always completed with a huge Corgi grin, sparkling eyes, and a heartfelt hope for doughnuts.
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 9
Handled by: Ellyce Thompson, St. Paul, MN

Busy B's Legacy of Summer
“Piper”

of Veterans

Lakeway’s Bella Halloween Boo
“EllaBoo”
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 10
Handled by: Stacy Reinolt, Rogers, MN
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Beeshe is a 10 year old Sheltie who celebrated her
Birthday yesterday. She has been competing in
agility for 7 years and earned her CATCH 2 this
year.
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He is also pretty resilient coming back long ago
from total shutdown in the agility ring - you'd never believe it now. His accomplishments include
his CGC, titles in Rally and canine Freestyle, and
long ago qualifying as a Therapy dog. He also has
agility titles in AKC and, best of all, his NADAC
and CPE Championships.
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Will started out as a 'second choice' when the puppy I had been waiting for went to another home.
From the first day, he set about becoming number
1. He was a happy, affectionate, enthusiastic puppy and still is as an older dog. He is the best big
brother to new puppy Gil.

Beeshe enjoys running agility and also loves to
bark when entering tunnels which always makes
for a fun Tunnelers run.
Another favorite thing Beeshe enjoys is playing
Frisbee. She doesn't seem to have an off button
and is like the Energizer Bunny. She keeps going,
and going, and going and never wants to stop.
Beeshe is a very sweet and loveable Sheltie and is
a very fun agility partner.
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 9.5
Handled by: Bonnie Boudreau, Rosemount, MN

Mitsu Beeshe Turbo “Beeshe”
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Caamora First Flight “Will”
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Border Collie - Age 10
Handled by: Shirley Wallace, Wrenshall, MN
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Everything Mira has accomplished was done HER way on
her terms. She has rules for how agility must be done and
makes sure they are adhered to. She decided when to retire
from rally and we're confident she'll let us know when she's
done with agility. Mira is a gentle soul with big opinions and
an even bigger heart. She's been an amazing teammate and
an even better companion. We didn't know when we named
her what a Miracle she truly would be.
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Mira has been a very special dog from the start. At seven
months old we learned she had been stepped on by her mother as a baby and her pelvis had been crushed; arthritis was
already setting in and the chances of her living a normal life
were slim. Fast forward 9 1/2 years later and Mira is not only
still getting around, but still running agility. She’s earned six
agility championships and 60 agility titles as well as 9 rally
titles and some conformation titles.

Whisk was born May 8, 2003, and life has been a roller
coaster ride since then. He loves his Mama and agility, in
that order. It hasn't always been a smooth journey. In the
beginning, Whisk thought he could do agility on his own, no
need for any guidance from me. But we kept at it, and eventually he learned it was more fun to run with me than on his
own. Our team finally came together, and he is a joy to run.
He has also had time off for carpal injuries, but we worked
through that too and he is once more sound. In 2008, Whisk
was 2nd in his height group at the NADAC National Championships. He would have been first if his Mama would not
have made a mistake. The crowning glory came in June 2012
when he finally achieved his NATCH/Versatility NATCH.
Whisk gives me everything he's got, and I try to do the same
for him. I am doing everything I can to keep my boy going
as long as possible. He is the love of my life.
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German Shepherd Dog - Age 10
Handled by: Tracie Karsjens, Rogers, MN

Avatar Whiskey J of Bayshore
“Whisk”

of Veterans

Whitestone’s Miracle of Atlas
“Mira”
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Mixed Breed - Age 10.5
Handled by: Pam Lowry, Princeton, MN
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Josie has done little agility since the last Parade of
Vets. She has been resting since late September and
doing rehab since January.
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For Shari, every run now is a joy, every run a treasure, even
when Miss Sunny does her oh-so-famous course designs. At
10 ½, she has earned the right as a master designer, and no
matter what happens, she will always get her cookies.
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Sunny has been rocking NADAC since 2004 when she got
her very first ribbon on a Tunnelers run. She earned her first
NATCH at the MMBC New Year’s Trial at the end of 2006,
and has gone on to earn NATCH 8 and Versatility NATCH
5, plus a number of CPE CATCH titles. Sunny has been to
most of the NADAC Championships since 2006 and made
the Finals in 2010. Shari never expected to take her to this
year’s Champs, but the little girlie is still woofing at the start
line and charging through her weaves, so Double Digit 2013
Championships, here we come!

Despite her limited activity she earned her C-ATCH 3
and was in the AMBOR rankings for UKC Rally level
2, and NADAC open level agility. She was the 3rd
place AMBOR dog for CPE agility level 5.
She misses agility. She mostly misses visiting ALL her
friends whether they are ring crew, photographers or
judges.
The picture I chose for Josie's bio shows what any dog
sport is about; teamwork and LOVE!
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 10.5
Handled by: Shari Vespested, Prior Lake, MN

Josephine Jezebel Marie Lowry
“Josie”

of Veterans

My.T.Hi Walking on Sunshine
“Sunny”
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Mixed Breed - Age 11
Handled by: Rosanne Bane, Minneapolis, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)
Photo by Jamie Elvert

But what really makes Nala the greatest dog in the
world is her ever-present playfulness. Even at
nearly eleven years old, Nala lives to chase balls,
tug, and, of course, play agility.
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Jamie spent the first eleven years of her life begging, wishing, pining for a dog. She finally got her
wish in the form of a little golden mutt puppy
named Nala. That little puppy grew into a bigger
puppy, and she developed various quirks along the
way. Her inability to walk on the left side when
going up or down stairs, her fear of slippery flooring, her hatred of cuddling... these traits and more
make Nala one of the most neurotic dogs in the
world.

Blue earned her Open Versatility Award in April,
just a few weeks after toxicity from a medication
made us fear we might lose her to a brain tumor. It
was pure joy just to see her run!
Of course, Blue doesn’t care about awards or Qs.
She’s still in it for the Frisbee she gets to chase
when we’ve finished a run.
Training a younger dog this year made me realize
just how much Blue knows and how steady and
reliable she is. Blue is the best agility partner I can
imagine.
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Mixed Breed - Age 10
Handled by: Jamie Elvert, Rochester, MN

Bonney Blue “Blue”

of Veterans

Nala the Leaping Lioness “Nala”
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American Eskimo - Age 11
Handled by: Kathy Thacher, Northfield, MN
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We have started with K9 Nosework, and
Meg is really enjoying this new game. She
never misses an opportunity to swim, and
she never met a puzzle game she couldn’t
figure out!
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Meg and Colleen earned their CATCH 2 in
CPE this past March. At this point, the only goal for Meg and Colleen is to have fun,
and Meg knows how to do this well!

Kola is an 11-year-old miracle man. Last year, six days after
achieving his CATCH, he suffered a spinal stroke while running in the back yard. It paralyzed his rear legs, leaving him
unable to stand or even sit.
After months of rehab that included milestones like "I think
he felt that toe pinch!" and "I saw his leg move!", Kola began to make real strides. He began with a wobbly stand,
moved up to walking with the help of a sling, and then there
was no stopping him.

Once he could walk on his own, he decided to defy the odds
and began running, jumping on the bed, and climbing stairs.
With spirit like this, he couldn't be left out of agility trials
and continues to run ground obstacles only with amazing
speed and the biggest smile ever seen on an agility course.
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Border Collie - Age 11
Handled by: Colleen Flam, Ramsey, MN

Pinebrook Kola Snowpup “Kola”

of Veterans

Rising Sun Meg “Meg”
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Shiba Inu - Age 11
Handled by: Michelle Hewitt, Inver Grove Heights
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Zakiak the Maniak is 11 years young this year! Clearly time
flies when you’re having fun with a noisy “Lil Man”!

Make the most of every run, every day…make a memory for
BOTH of you! Onward to many more adventures “Shortie”
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He continues to adore the active side of life entertaining us
all at agility (CATCH 2 this year), rally, K9 Nosework, hiking, go-to-ground, vermin patrol, terrier racing and doing his
tricks 110%. He makes his mama proud daily and enjoys
humbling her regularly! Zak and I are on a journey with a
goal to prove we can do whatever we set our minds to do.
Some things may take a bit more patience, love, commitment, and a great sense of humor… but the joy is in the journey (and the nicknames….Oh Zachary Scott Anthony Marcus James Frederick Taylor!!!).

Taiko has far exceeded any and all expectations I ever had.
He rarely lets me forget he’s a Shiba, when decides he is not
going to do something, very little will change his mind. Instead of fighting him, I established Taiko's Agility Rules:
Rule #1- Agility means run! No 2 on 2 off or stopped tables!
Rule #2- No start line stays for us, there’s no point to stay!
Rule #3- Make that front cross or accept the off course!
Rule #4- Agility is played only with me and only me!
Rule #5- Reward lavishly after ALL agility runs no matter
what the outcome. The more expensive the reward, the better!
Taiko and I play agility together for the love of running together now. That 30 seconds in the ring when we are communicating flawlessly together is an experience few in the
world get to share with their dog. Even fewer get to share it
with their "Hatchi." For that, I am ever grateful.
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Jack Russell Terrier - Age 11
Handled by: Laura Breckheimer, Minneapolis

Hi-Jinz Black Reign “Taiko”

of Veterans

Zachary Scott “Zak”
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 11.5
Handled by: Stacy Reinolt, Rogers, MN
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Mitsu is a 11 1/2 year old Sheltie that loves running agility. She earned her CATCH 2 this year
and only a few Q's away from earning CATCH 3.
She has also finished all Champion Titles in CPE.
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Over the years, we've both learned a lot, suffered
some setbacks, (including a shoulder injury that
nearly ended her career), met some goals, and discovered that fun is only the beginning. The bond
that develops between a dog and handler is indescribable, and sometimes I think I can read Shasta's thoughts. As long as she keeps telling me she
wants to do agility, I'll keep listening.
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Shasta was destined to do agility before she was
even born. I saw my first trial while waiting for
her birth and it looked like such a blast, that I
knew we had to try it. And it turned out to be every bit as much fun as I'd anticipated!

Mitsu's other favorite things to do are go for a
walk, play with her sisters (Beeshe & Mirage) and
chase the Frisbee.
Mitsu is a Valentine's Day Pup, born in 2002. She
is a sweetheart and has a very special place in my
heart as she is my first agility dog.

Breed Club

of Veterans

American Eskimo - Age 11
Handled by: Kathy Thacher, Northfield, MN

Turbo Charged Mitsu “Mitsu”

of Veterans

Pinebrook Shasta Snowpup
“Shasta”
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Golden Retriever - Age 11.5
Handled by: Jaci Carufel, Anoka, MN
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I am so proud of my girlie for all she has achieved after
bringing me into the world of dog sports. I have learned
much from my Velcro dog and would not trade it for
anything. I love the fellow charter member of Team
Plates and Screws, also known as Two-knee New-knee
Belle, with all my heart.
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Noel has also been doing rehab for much of the year,
but don't tell her that! Given the chance to run, she certainly doesn't look or act like she's 11.5! In her limited
time showing in the last year, she earned her CT-ATCH
3 (Her 5th CATCH overall). She was in the rankings of
AMBOR for UKC Rally Level 2, NADAC in open and
Elite classes, and was the NUMBER #1 AMBOR dog
for CPE Level 5 dogs in 2012.

River is the joy of my life. She is a very special
girl and is almost 12 years old and still running
agility like a young girl.
I an so lucky.

River is very active and loves her theraphy visits
as Anoka Treatment Facility. She also enjoys obedience and nosework.
Everyday is a wonderful day with my dear girl.
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Mixed Breed - Age 11.5
Handled by: Pam Lowry, Princeton, MN

Golac's River of Joy “River”

of Veterans

Noel Olivia Elizabeth Lowry
“Noel”
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Mixed Breed - Age 12
Handled by: Patty Gibbons, Minneapolis, MN
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Cody and Colleen now have fun with K9
Nosework. Cody loves to swim and play
ball with Mom.
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Cody is a 12 year old Border Collie. He is
Colleen's 1st agility dog. Last September
Cody and Colleen attended their 7th
NADAC Championships in Utah and made
finals for the 1st time in the double digit
class! They ended up 5th place overall.
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Ty came to me as a rescue at the age of two. I was
considering adding another dog when I saw a posting from a woman at work who was going to bring
her back to the Humane Society. She is the sweetest most lovable dog you could ever meet. We met
at Minnehaha Falls in the middle of a snowstorm.
She and my other dog hit it off instantly and were
best friends from that day forward. Ty is my first
agility dog and has been a wonderful companion.
We were sidelined during her prime when I broke
my heel and she injured her ACL, but thru it all
she has been so patient with me while I learn this
sport of agility. I still have lots to learn, but she’s
an old pro still patient as ever... while I catch up.
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Border Collie - Age 12
Handled by: Colleen Flam, Ramsey, MN

Talia “Ty”

of Veterans

Lake 'n Sun Cody “Cody”
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Australian Shepherd - Age 12.5
Handled by: Niki Manning, South. St. Paul, MN
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Wagner still loves nothing better than to just be with me…
on a walk, reading a book, camping, hiking, hanging around
at an agility trial, or helping with laundry out on the line. He
has been my constant companion, best buddy and protector.

Wagner finished his agility career in July. On his last tunnelers run, he ran with his usual exuberance, his smile plastered
ear to ear. He gave it his all, but he is becoming less and less
sure of his rear-end and footing as he has developed degenerative myelopathy. Everyday with this Corgi boy of mine has
been blessing, and each one of the coming days will precious
and cherished! One more time, you and me buddy... let’s go!
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The first time I saw him, he came barreling around the corner
and all I could see was ears and feet! He missed the turn,
puppy tumbled, bounced off the wall, scrabbled to his feet,
and ran right into me, coming to rest on my feet. He looked
up with the goofiest smile, tongue almost hitting the ground!
I picked him up and, well, he bit me! It was love at first bite!
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Ember has always loved a good belly rub
or hike in the woods way more than any
agility run. Despite that, she has had a very
long and accomplished career, competing
in ASCA, AKC, NADAC, CPE and
USDAA.
She is mostly retired now, but she just recently earned her C-ATCH 9 in CPE at the
tender age of 12 ½.
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 12
Handled by: Ellyce Thompson, St. Paul, MN

Go Get Bates Red Ember
“Ember”

of Veterans

Tanzer Wagner “Wagner”
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West Highland White Terrier - Age 13
Handled by: Pati Maier, St. Paul, MN

Photo by Pati Maier

Rabbie has been doing agility for ten years now.
He’s a little slower than he used to be, but he’s just
as willing to run and play. Rabbie reached the
milestone of 1,000 NADAC points this year.

Photo by Candice Christensen

He is my first agility partner and the BEST teammate. He
taught me patience, perseverance, humor, humility, how to
laugh at myself, how not to take life too seriously and most
of all, teamwork. He has taught me far more than I ever
thought I needed to know.
Thank you Rexie, for continuing to teach me what I never
knew I needed to learn. Now, where’s your ball? LET’S
PLAY!
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Rex came into my life when he was about 4 years old after
being picked up as a stray. It took us awhile to see eye to
eye. He was a tyrant in obedience class, training him was
like trying to break a wild horse! Then we discovered agility
and formed a bond and a new level of respect for each other.

Rabbie continues to seek out new experiences – he
tried sailboard rides this summer. Besides going
to agility classes, he keeps himself busy being the
boss of his household and his neighborhood, barking at rollerbladers and skateboarders, begging for
treats, kissing anyone who gets close enough, and
just generally being cute.
Run, Rabbie, run!
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Border Collie - Age 13
Handled by: Candice Christensen,White Bear Lake

Robert Burns “Rabbie”

of Veterans

Just Rex, Rexall If I’m Naughty
“Rex”
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English Springer Spaniel - Age 13.5
Handled by: Megan Nelson, Burnsville, MN
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She has taught me patience and what is really important; vermin hunter that she is - think horse
barns and Soccer Blast nets! My little teenager still
loves running scaled down agility with cheese at
end of the run and seeing her friends, two and four
legged.
It has been a wonderful journey, my special girlie.
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Dari came to me at 9 weeks of age. She has been a
challenge, a sweetheart, a bossy imp, a bit of a
devil with a twinkle in her eye.

Bailey has always been willing to do whatever I’ve
asked her to. True to her spaniel nature, her world
is complete when she’s doing things with her people. This has made her a delightfully fun “Novice
A dog” as we managed to try every single sport
I’ve ever wanted to. We may have only done a few
activities once (sheep herding is not for spaniels,
apparently), but we did them!
She never fails to make me look like a good trainer
by always living up to her tagline; she is my Hallway Monitor, the rule abider and enforcer.

Breed Club

of Veterans

Carin Terrier - Age 13.5
Handled by: Jo Anne Bucholz, Lino Lakes, MN

Madam Bailey Angel “Bailey”
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Cairndale's Dari-Lady Dancer
“Dari”
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 14
Handled by: Chris Mosley, Prior Lake, MN
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Thank you, Max, for being the best friend, teammate, and teacher that I could have ever hoped for.
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When Max came into my life as an 8 week old
puppy, there was no way to know what an amazing
journey we were about to embark on. My first obedience dog quickly became my first agility dog
and Max’s love of agility was apparent from start.
Always enthusiastic and somewhat reckless, he
gave 110% on every run. At 14, Max’s agility days
are pretty much behind him, but he still dabbles in
the 12” classes in NADAC and CPE.

Maggie’s my hero. She’s now in remission again
from lymphoma, surviving 1193 days (as of Parade Day) SO FAR! In an unrelated move, she had
her spleen removed earlier this year, but doesn’t
miss it. She continues to rule her home and family.
She successfully completed her Cher-like Retirement Tour last year and is currently enjoying her
full retirement from agility competition. She has
taken up a new role as coach/consultant at Mushtown Road. All hail the Queen.
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Australian Shepherd - Age 14
Handled by: Niki Manning, South. St. Paul, MN

Mushtown's Maggie Pollitt
“Maggie”
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Brady’s Brother Max “Max”
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English Springer Spaniel - Age 15
Handled by: Megan Nelson, Burnsville, MN
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He trained and competed in agility for 10 years, earning
many titles. He also dabbled in obedience, although he
would say that his world would have been complete without
it. Ace finished his show career being a PeeWee conformation dog for a friends’ 4 year old son! What a team they
made! Now in retirement, he is content to go for walks and
correct a puppy or two if they need it.
Thank you Ace, for choosing us 14 years ago!
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Ace came to us 14 years ago as a sort of a foster dog, a farm
dog to be more exact, to be socialized and prepare for a forever home. After three failed attempts at being adopted, we
decided that Ace needed to be with us forever!

Buzz has tried many activities in his 15 years of
life because he is willing to do almost anything for
food. His favorite game appears to be
APDT/WCRL rally, because you know, food in
the ring! Food aside, Buzz's favorite pastime is
watching fish; in a lake or at a store, he loves them
all.
Despite being a very challenging youngster, Buzz
has shown me all the hard work is worth it.
It’s been a tremendous journey Buzz Lightyear,
and we’ll keep going, To Infinity and Beyond.
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Australian Shepherd - Age 14.5
Handled by: Jo Schwietz, Bloomington, MN

Sir Buzz Domino “Buzz”

of Veterans

Diamond Aire Aviator “Ace”
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Thank You!
It’s hard to believe that this is the 6th year
we’ve done the Parade of Vets.
What a great time we’ve had making memories
of so many special dogs! Thank you all for your
dedication and participation year after year!
I took a step back this year and reviewed the
booklets for the past 5 years - so many treasured friends waiting on the other side - and so
many great memories came to mind and smiles
to my face, and only a fear tears to my eyes.

It is difficult to describe all that Gypsy means to us! She got
to play agility well into her teens! She had been through so
much during her life - most recently she comforted us as we
lost our other Pug Shaili. She is the most compassionate dog
we have ever met and does not ask for much, but gives every
day all she can!
We are so honored to have been her family all of these years.
We hope she makes it to 17 in September - she has certainly
earned it!
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For all of us, the
years will continue to
pass too quickly and
there will never be
enough time to make
those special memories or share those
special experiences so make sure you all
take the time to smell
the roses and put a
priority on your journey.
Until next year!
Kelly

--
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Pug - Age 16.5
Handled by: Kelly McFaul-Solem, Duluth, MN
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Randy's Itsy Bitsy Gypsy
“Gypsy”
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