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English Springer Spaniel - Age 9
Handled by: Sarah Cannon, Grand Forks, ND

Photo by Herreid Photography

Minnesota Mixed

Celebrating the lives and
accomplishments of our older
partners and friends!

Copper is my goofy, sweet, wild boy. He is not a snuggler,
but he loves to play any game I will play with him: agility,
flyball, rally and obedience drill team, or just playing catch
and ripping around the yard with his brother.
He is also obsessed with bird hunting with his daddy. He
loves his youngest (human) sister and tolerates any way she
wants to love on him. He and I have had a long road building
our team, but we are starting to earn the titles to show for it.
We even got to go to NADAC Champs in 2013! He always
tells me, loudly, when he disagrees with my handling plan,
but he constantly surprises me with his successes. He still
misses his older brother, Jester, who succumbed to throat
cancer in 2014 shortly after Jester earned his NATCH. I pray
every day to have many more years with Copper, playing
agility and enjoying the days.
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Cannon's Cops N Robbers
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Mixed Breed - Age 9.5
Handled by: Kristine Delago, New Richmond, WI

Photo by Kristine Delago

Nadia has two UKC titles, three NADAC titles, six ASCA
titles and 40 CPE titles including four championships. She is
currently working on several NADAC titles as well as her
CPE Enthusiast Agility Team Extraordinaire title. She's 9 1/2
but not slowing down in the least. Along with her buddy
Anubis, she is representing veteran agility dogs and German
Shepherds and having a great time.

Breed Club

Minnesota Mixed

Minnesota Mixed

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Nadia - who is sometimes called "Naddy" but never
"Naughty" - loves agility more than anything. As a puppy
she was abused and passed through several homes before she
ended up in her forever home, and it quickly became obvious
that she was born to do agility. She's excelled from the very
beginning and been an amazing partner.

Dexter made his way home and into my heart in June 2008. Second Chance
Animal Rescue estimated his age at about 2 years. They didn't know much
about Dexter, except that he and his brother were picked up running the
streets by St Paul Animal Control. He has always been a "Choose-YourOwn-Adventure" dog, from trying to figure out what breeds make up his
lineage, to my introduction to dog sports, to just getting into the car and
going someplace new. Dexter is up for almost anything.
Dexter's favorite sport is Chuck-It. If Chuck-It was offered at the Olympics,
Dexter would be the gold medalist in the 14" and under class. He is also a
contender in the aquatic version of the game, which we learned the hard way
when he started chasing bobbers while we were fishing. People don't often
believe that Dexter can effectively swim, but he seemingly defies the laws
of buoyancy.
Mostly retired from agility, Dexter has started playing nosework. He is a
clever, clever boy and nosework suits him to a T. Especially since it's a sport
than involves food. If there is one thing Dexter likes better than Chuck-It,
it's food.
Today, Dexter is enjoying the leisurely life of a shop dog. He is happy to
find the dirtiest and greasiest spot for a good, long nap. Based on his feet
twitching, I know Dexter is dreaming of our next adventure.
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German Shepherd Dog - Age 9.5
Handled by: Tracie Karsjens, Rogers, MN

Dex's Midnight Runner
“Dexter”
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Eclipse's Decadent Obsession
“Nadia”
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Border Collie - Age 10.5
Handled by: Jessica Thell, New Richmond, WI

Photo by Jess Thell

Last year my mom told the story of how we met, this year I would
like to tell you about one of my many adventures.
A few years ago I got to go on a once in a life time adventure with
my mom and dad and brother. We all went to stay on a little island
in the Caribbean, called Dominica, for a few months.
Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

In 2016 he came back out to play agility more regularly. He seemed
to miss being busy and physically he was sound, so he started coming to more and more trials. Two years off seemed to work magic
with him as he suddenly blossomed into a confident and joyful agility dog. The teamwork has clicked and he is running better than he
ever has. He celebrated his 10th birthday in July at an agility trial
charming people and making new friends. He has tried a new organization (ASCA where he earned two titles) and earned several
more titles in CPE. He's well on his way to more NADAC titles and
another CPE championship. Almost with his partner in crime Nadia,
he's having a great time showing that veteran agility dogs rock.
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Anubis - who also answers to "Black Dog" or "BD" - just wants to
have a good time and enjoy life. He had a good agility career earning two titles in UKC, three in NADAC and 14 in CPE before retiring in 2014 after earning his CPE Specialist Championship. He
occasionally played in NADAC (earning a title in 2015) and in
UKC but he mostly became just a great companion.

The airplane ride was long and quite scary, although Wish just went
to sleep right away! We got to stay in a fancy hotel along the way
and there was a wedding going on, Wishy and I got to watch! We
flew to the island on a tiny little plane.
We met little island dogs, and played Frisbee on a soccer field with
lots of local children, they were very impressed by my Frisbee
skills! One day we played Frisbee in the ocean! It was warm and
salty and I was a little sick before I realized that I couldn't drink it
like lake water!

Wishy and I chased lizards during the day and lay in the sun. I ate a
centipede once, but and it didn't agree with me at all, it made my
face swell up and I had to go to the local doctor. I didn't eat anymore centipedes.
We went for nice walks. It was very hot but mom had brought our
sun coats and would soak them in cold water for us. It was an amazing adventure but I was glad to get home to the snow!
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German Shepherd Dog - Age 10
Handled by: Tracie Karsjens, Rogers, MN

Bella
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Bahr-S Journey Through Dark
“Anubis”
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 11
Handled by: Denise Koster, Rochester, MN

Photo by Jamie Elvert

I am so happy to be here today to see all my friends and
cheer them on. I truly miss Agility! It was so much fun running the courses with mom, even when she totally messed up
on the course. Now my back has something called arthritis
from my neck to mid tail so I had to give up agility. Now I
enjoy chewing on raw bones, playing with my horse ball,
going for walks in the pasture with mom, dad and the rest of
my pack. I’m also very diligent in chasing the squirrels and
BunBuns away from the bird feeders and scarring up pheasants when we are on walks. Mom takes me to acupuncture
and rehab appointments and I feel good after those. This new
phase of my life may not be as exciting as before but spending time with my family isn’t all bad!
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Photo By Terri Lewis

Murray was adopted from MN Sheltie Rescue in April of
2007. He has always been shy and somewhat nervous. I was
able to take him to classes for training and he earned his
CGC. Over the years he has earned ASCA RN, HP-N, CL1H, CL1-S and RL1X.
I'm very proud of him for being brave and doing agility and
Rally with me. I know many times it took a lot for him to get
into the ring. He is a flight risk, so he is never off-leash in
unsecured areas. He gets along well with my other dogs and
cats. He doesn't play very often but played occasionally with
Sophie and with Ozzie. He loves going to the dog park, rolling in the grass on walks and barking at moving things. On a
few occasions at the dog park, he actually laid down in mud!
What could I do but laugh. Love you, Mur-Man.
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Old World German Shepherd - Age 11
Handled by: Terri Lewis, Oronoco, MN

Murray's Wiz'n Right Along
“Murray”
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KayCee
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Boxer - Age 11
Handled by: Sharon Mordorski, Minneapolis, MN

Photo by Lois Stanfield

Oscar was adopted on the anniversary of my Father's passing. His
foster family lived in the town of Stanley, which is my Father's first
name, so he is truly my puppy from Stanley.

Zippy has been training or competing in agility all
of his life. His first national event was at only 2yrs
old; he has been to 8 National Championships,
placing in the top spots five times. At age 11 his
agility career is now limited but he is still extremely enthusiastic about the game. He loves tummy
rubs best as well as keeping the neighborhood free
of cars, bicycles, walkers and anything else that
moves.
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Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

He did not learn very quickly, but once he learned a behavior, he
was consistent. We enjoyed trials, and he especially enjoyed his
very special treats that are reserved only for trials. When asked if he
really likes sardines, I replied, "He likes all brands, but likes the
King Oscar brand best."
I never expected him to get a major title, but in the course of qualifying for CPE Nationals, preparing for them and competing, we got
close enough that he was able to finish his C-ATCH several months
later. We moved to the Specialist class and he completed his CSATCH.
When jumping became too hard from him, I thought our agility
days were over. I was pleased to discover that NADAC has classes
that require no jumping. He has run in the Barrelers class and I am
happy to be able to take him to the start line at this time in his life.
Every run is a celebration, and he still enjoys his special trial treats.
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 11
Handled by: Shari Vespested, Prior Lake, MN

Oscar De La Hoya From Stanley
“Oscar”

of Veterans

My.T.Hi Speed Zip Drive
“Zippy”
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Cardigan Welsh Corgi - Age 11.5
Handled by: Dawn Fisher, Minneapolis, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Being my first dog, Sam and I have shared many other firsts.

Along the way, we earned our first NATCH together - on the
first try - on a great chances course. I will always remember
the feeling of being two obstacles away from success and
knowing that it was almost in the bag. And then having Sam
hit the yellow and knowing we had it. The memory always
makes me grin like a fool!
I decided to hold onto that feeling. Every time we take the
line is a gift. That we come thru the course safely is all that
really matters. When we are able to leave and head for our
cookies with a smile on our faces and a spring in our step No Q can even come close to that feeling.
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He was the first dog that I ever set a goal with. I wanted to
achieve our Elite Superior Versatility Award. The road to
achieving that goal was a bumpy one. We were derailed
twice by needing to retrain weave poles & a long stretch in
rehab. But we got over the hurdles and came back stronger.

Photo by Alissa Behn

Magic always has a smile on his face. And he always puts a smile on my face.
No matter what silly game I asked him to play, he
gives it his all. This dog is my heart and my soul.
He is my Magic.
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Mixed Breed - Age 11.5
Handled by: Kelly Dittmar, Maple Grove, MN

Qwaynts Magic Spark
“Magic”
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Border Collie - Age 12
Handled by: Candice Christensen, White Bear Lake

Photo by Barbara O’Brien

Dilly – aka Pipsqueak, Silly Dilly, Dilly Bar, Dilly Dally,
Dilly Pickle

Dilly doesn’t like weave poles, and heaven forbid I should
make him run in the rain! During one rainy run, he stopped
about half-way through, faced me, and stood there glaring at
me. Once I stopped laughing, I convinced him to finish the
course.
He is always excited to go to trials and enjoys running (once
the weave poles are over). Somehow we finally managed to
get both at N-ATCH and a C-ATCH.
He is my pal that stays with me when I’m sick and I love him
lots.
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I got Dilly as a mini aussie, but he stopped growing. It was
quite interesting going to running a dog that small, and I
would lose him constantly on course because I wasn’t used
to looking that far down.

Little Miss Tucky is my heart dog. She came to me sight
unseen from a Kentucky shelter when she was about nine
months old. The shelter volunteer, via email, said this southern belle, despite the winter, would be happy to live in MN.
That’s when the adventure began!
She works her heart out for me. She would do anything I ask,
except, sit outside during a thunderstorm! She has proven to
be the BEST teammate, partner and therapist I never knew I
needed! She has mostly retired but is always up for a good
run in Tunnelers or Hoopers. The life lessons she has taught
me will be with me forever. Squeaky is, and, always will be,
her favorite game though. Okay, Tucky let’s go play
SQUEAKY!!!
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Mini Australian Shepherd - Age 11.5
Handled by: Deb Rickard, Jordan, MN

Kentucky's Weasel My Way Into
Your Heart “Tucky”

of Veterans

Lakewood's Frozen Dilly Bar
“Dilly”
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Chinese Crested - Age 12
Handled by: Danny Reinders, Rosemount, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Yup, 12yrs old and still looking as cute as ever on
course.

We’ve lost a step or two, a little bit of eyesight..
and MAYBE some hearing. BUT, if you cheer
load enough he’ll surely hear you!
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Photo by Karen Magee

Gidget started out life as a Supermodel Lap dog,
but wanted nothing to do with it, so we found what
she really loved, agility!
Gidget loves living life in the buff! She loves her
back scratched and having her Mom give her massages. She's a 12yr old cancer survivor, who has
embarrassed her share of Border Collies on the
agility course.
She's been NADAC's #1 Chinese Crested for many
years.
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Dalmatian - Age 12
Handled by: Karen Magee, Rochester, MN

Gidget
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Cisco Pots and Bugs
“Cisco”
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 12.5
Handled by: Bonnie Boudreau, Rosemount, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Piper enjoyed a very accomplished career by running in
AKC PNAC finals, earning agility championships in four
organizations, advanced obedience titles in three organizations, and an advance tracking title. She is still busy in her
retirement by supervising the puppy's training and working
on Variable Surface Tracking in pursuit of her Champion
Tracker title.
OTCH-C UCDX PACH C-ATCh4 Versatility NATCH IACs
IWACs Busy B’s Legacy of Summer UDX RE TDX MXP3
MJP4 PAX NF TG3 S-WV-E HP-O

Breed Club

Minnesota Mixed

Minnesota Mixed

Turning 13 in just two weeks, Piper has been retired from
agility for her own protection as she still tries to run like a 3
year old and just doesn't take care of herself. She still loves
running and training every chance she gets, but makes sure
she stays true to herself and does it her way much to Patty's
chagrin.

Photo by Bonnie Boudreau

Will is named for Wilbur Wright. He is a great
mix of steady, willing, enthusiastic, mellow, and
affectionate. Agility is still his favorite game. He's
now semi-retired and best buddy with his halfbrother Sully.
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi - Age 12.5
Handled by: Patty Fulton, Blaine, MN

Caamora First Flight
“Will”
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Busy B's Legacy of Summer
“Piper”
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Icelandic Sheepdog - Age 13
Handled by: Kathryn Ananda-Owens, Northfield. MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Photo by Herreid Photography

Beeshe has slowed down some but is still eager to
play. She still loves to run agility and chase her
Frisbee. Beeshe is our little "Rock Star" This past
spring she was diagnosed with lung cancer. After
several treatments, things are improving and she is
doing great. Nothing seems to slow her down.
Beeshe has a special place in my heart and I cherish everyday with her.
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Beeshe just celebrated her 13th Birthday this past
week. She has been competing in agility for 10
years and earned her CS-ATCH in CPE this year.

Agility competitor since: 2005
Titles earned in: AKC, ASCA, CPE, NADAC, TDAA, USDAA
Runs especially fast for: dried Icelandic cod skin
Begs sincerely for: carrots, cilantro, kale, parsley
Peak decibel output while running: don’t ask
Favorite toy: Toss n Treat
Least favorite agility obstacle: hoop
Special skill (non-agility): can count to three test kernels when humans are making popcorn; also telekinesis involving grated cheese
Proudest accomplishments: herding waterfowl into the lagoon behind the Long Beach Convention Center between runs at the AKC
agility invitational; teaching Sol to bark at the vacuum cleaner
Favorite runs: breaking 7 YPS in a Mad Dog Agility NADAC Tunnelers run, though the 2012 AKC PNAC finals were pretty good too
Old Dog/New Trick? WCRL rally, begging for broccoli
Has outgrown: rolling in chewing gum
Chiro or massage? yes
Horse puckey: food or entertainment? food
Goose poop: food or entertainment? entertainment
Optimal fan club size: There can never be too many fans.
This is Viva’s eleventh year of competing in MMBC agility trials thanks, MMBC, for all the fun!
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 13
Handled by: Stacy Reinolt, Nowthen, MN

Aldebaran Tisla
“Viva”

of Veterans

Mitsu Beeshe Turbo “Beeshe”
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Chinese Crested - Age 13.5
Handled by: Wayne Carlson, Edina, MN

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

At 13-1/2 years old, the matriarch of the Lowry House of Hair
still rules. Between her bouts of Old Dog Vestibular Disorder
and a aging, she walks a bit like a drunken sailor, but still moves
forward.

Josie still enjoys her squeaky toys, antlers and chasing a tennis
ball when it rolls on the floor in the house. Sometimes when we
are going outside, she nudges the leashes hanging in the entryway to ask me, "Where are you going to take me?" Well, today
is her special day, because she got to come to an event all by
herself with her Momma, and gets to see all her friends she has
gotten to know through agility in the last 11+ years. Thanks to
MMBC for introducing my rescue mixed breeds and I to the
wonderful world of dog sports.
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Josie recently earned her Veteran's Championship Title at the
recent MMBC WCRL Rally trial, and is now officially retired
from all official dogs sports. She enjoyed competing, and in her
usual fashion carried over from her agility days, she went to
visit the judge during one of her runs. I would expect nothing
less of her.

Photo by Wayne Carlson

Getting old sure takes courage! He has surely earned his retirement and I think the mid-August trial was his last. As a
young dog, Bogart didn't care for noise or commotion. I was
told he was a waste of time. I knew better though. I believed
that agility could be a great job for him. Although he resisted
working with me for a while, I think it's made him a better
dog. It took him from a victim dog who was attacked by other dogs to a dog with confidence and a strut. His look always
gets him compliments, and while he does not meet the Chinese Crested breed standards, I think him more attractive
than most. He certainly is an interesting and challenging dog.
As you can see in this photo, Bogart and I have had some
great days. He was second in Standard at the CPE Nationals
in 2011 a finalist at the Petti Prix that year and he has 10 CATCHES. This year in retirement venues, UKC and TDAA,
he earned his TACh3, TAM5 and TMAG5.
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Mixed Breed - Age 13.5
Handled by: Pam Lowry, Princeton, MN

Sirobi Wind Swept Bogart
“Bogart”
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Josephine Jezebel Marie Lowry
“Josie”
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Jack Russell Terrier - Age 14
Handled by: Laura Breckheimer, Minneapolis

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Lilli retired from agility earlier this year. One of the hardest
thing was to say goodbye to our friends in the class we took for
8 years! We are very happy to run again in one of Jim’s courses!

Lilli is enjoying retirement. We’re keeping active taking an
“ARFF” (Agility Run for Fun) class at ACTS weekly. We’re
putting that nose to good use in tracking. There are bunnies and
squirrels to monitor from her living room window throne; laps
must be sat on at the end of the day once the periphery of the
kitchen has been patrolled for any fallen food from meal preparation. We hug her tightly every day!
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She has enjoyed successful (and not successful) runs in NADAC
& CPE and some ‘superior’ titles in Teacup Agility. We credit
any success to our beloved teachers Gina & Jim and Annelise
for their patience and creativity with Lilli and the mama. It was
Gina’s idea that we try Teacup Agility. Lilli’s favorite thing for
a very long time was to zoom the room when the course was
done or create a new course of her own. Gina thought that with
obstacles closer together, there might be less time for her to find
that new course on her own and not lose focus. As usual, Gina
was right.

Zak remains his sassy MUST PLAY AGILITY
self at 14 this year! He's still (very vocally!) demanding his agility "turns" and I wouldn't have it
any other way!
He's brought some special people in to my life
(and possibly scared a few off...LOL). Zak continues to bring constant moments of challenge, joy,
head banging, laughter and love.
I'm so honored to have this dog in my life.
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Bichon Frise - Age 13.5
Handled by: Julie Heaton-Hill, Minneapolis, MN

Zachary Scott “Zak”
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Lillian
“Lilli”
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Golden Retriever - Age 14.5
Handled by: Jaci Carufel, Anoka, MN

Photo by Herreid Photography

Mitsu loves going for walks. Every time she walks by the
drawer that has her leash in it, her nose is up in the air sniffing it and you can tell that she wants to go, no matter what
the weather conditions are like.
Mitsu is my first agility dog and am so proud of her for everything she has accomplished.
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Earlier this year, Mitsu celebrated her "Golden Birthday" on
Valentine's Day. Today at 14 1/2 years old, she still enjoys
playing agility (especially the shorter courses and the ones
that don't have contacts). We don't do as many runs at the
trials as we once did and if we Q a run - Awesome. All that
matters is that Mitsu is happy and by looking at her out on
the course, I think she is. Jumping 16" over a 8" bar and tail
wagging as she comes out of a tunnel . It makes me smile to
see her so happy and enjoying it still.

Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

River is the best thing that ever happened to me.
She will be 15 years old in October and the best
girl in the world.
She is still an active therapy dog and does Nose
Work! She has been a therapy dog for 13 1/2
years.
She has many titles in Agility - AKC, NADAC,
and CPE. She also has Nose Work and Obedience
titles.
She is amazing!
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Shetland Sheepdog - Age 14.5
Handled by: Stacy Reinolt, Nowthen, MN

Golac's River of Joy “River”
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Turbo Charged Mitsu “Mitsu”
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West Highland White Terrier - Age 16
Handled by: Pati Maier, St. Paul, MN

Photo by Pati Maier

At 15 1/2 years old, Ember spends most of her
time sleeping and dreaming of her past agility
days. While she is old in age, she is still young at
heart and often gives the youngsters at home a run
for their money.
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Photo by Amy Johnson (Great Dane Photos)

Rabbie had a late start in agility – he was 3 when he took his
first class, and he had just turned 7 when he went to his first
trial. Our first appearance in the Parade of Veterans was in
2010. Rab took his last class and ran in his last trial in May,
2015, when he was 15 years old.
Agility was fun for both of us all those years, and we really
enjoyed having a shared hobby.

Now, at 16, Rab is still the Boss of the Universe. He can’t
hear any more, he sleeps all day, and he rides in his stroller
for most of our walks, but he manages to keep us all in line.
We cherish every day with the best Westie ever – I love you,
my Rabster.
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Australian Shepherd - Age 15.5
Handled by: Niki Manning, South. St. Paul, MN

Robert Burns “Rabbie”
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Go Get Bates Red Ember
“Ember”
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An extra big thanks to two folks this year who
made sure we had ribbons for the parade. One is
with us today and gives anonymously. The other
has never participated in the parade. I don’t think
she has even seen it in person. I owe so much to
her. She’s a role model for me in how to live in the
moment. She always remembers the only important thing is the dog by your side. I am so
thankful to have her as my friend and as Sam’s
savior. Here’s to you Sarah Palm! Thank you for
sharing Clem & Sophie with us for all those wonderful years.
I can’t believe this is the 9th anniversary of the
Parade of Veterans. The dogs who join us this year
were born the same year we introduced the event!
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What I love the most about this event is the belonging. When you strip away the Qs and the titles
and competition - you’re left with a group of people who have gathered here to cheer for each other.
And the only reason to cheer is that the human half
of the team found a partner and decided to play a
game together.
Each of us has achieved something. Some of us
only wanted the courage to take the line. Some
dream of Qs, titles, or championships. We’ve all
reached some goals - and we all have goals we’re
still working towards. They’re all as different as
we are and they are all very valid. Come celebrate
with us. We’ll always be here to cheer for you.
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Thank You!

